
EHDI Expansion to Include Children
Up to Three Years of Age: 
An Environmental Scan



Thank You’s









NOFO Language
Develop a state/territory plan to expand infrastructure, including 
data collection and reporting, for hearing screening for children up 
to age 3 by the end of year 2*. This plan should outline the 
resources, key stakeholders, partnerships, and services necessary to 
implement the plan. A public health approach that aligns with other 
public health and/or service programs within the state should be 
proposed as well as the role of the EHDI Program (i.e., partnering 
and collaborating with Maternal and Child Health programs, such as 
but not limited to the Title V Children and Youth with Special Health 
Care Needs (CYSHCN) Program; newborn bloodspot screening 
program; Maternal, Infant, and Early Childhood Home Visiting 
Program; Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, 
Infants, and Children (WIC); Early Head Start; and Family-to-Family 
Health Information Centers). 6



Today’s Topics

1. Environmental Scan Topics

2. EHDI-NTRC Resources and Ideas for Future Plans

3. Considerations from HRSA
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Community-Based Early 
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up to the age of 3



Environmental Scan of Community-Based Early 
Childhood Hearing Screening up to the age of 3

- Evidence-based and evidence-informed approaches to hearing screening, 
including periodicity schedules, protocols, guidelines, and regulations.

- Recommended locations to do screening, including policies and practices 
of potential partners.

- Collaboration and referral mechanisms, including data sharing 
agreements, data systems, reporting by audiologists, and privacy issues.

- Potential roles for EHDI programs, including strategies, stakeholders, 
educational methods, and progress.



Environmental Scan of Community-Based Early 
Childhood Hearing Screening up to the age of 3

- Evidence-based and evidence-informed approaches to hearing screening, 
including periodicity schedules, protocols, guidelines, and regulations.

- Recommended locations to do screening, including policies and practices 
of potential partners.

- Collaboration and referral mechanisms, including data sharing 
agreements, data systems, reporting by audiologists, and privacy issues.

- Potential roles for EHDI programs, including strategies, stakeholders, 
educational methods, and progress.



Environmental Scan of Community-Based Early 
Childhood Hearing Screening up to the age of 3

- Evidence-based and evidence-informed approaches to hearing screening, 
including periodicity schedules, protocols, guidelines, and regulations.

- Recommended locations to do screening, including policies and practices 
of potential partners.

- Collaboration and referral mechanisms, including data sharing 
agreements, data systems, reporting by audiologists, and privacy issues.

- Potential roles for EHDI programs, including strategies, stakeholders, 
educational methods, and progress.



Environmental Scan of Community-Based Early 
Childhood Hearing Screening up to the age of 3

- Evidence-based and evidence-informed approaches to hearing screening, 
including periodicity schedules, protocols, guidelines, and regulations.

- Recommended locations to do screening, including policies and practices 
of potential partners.

- Collaboration and referral mechanisms, including data sharing 
agreements, data systems, reporting by audiologists, and privacy issues.

- Potential roles for EHDI programs, including strategies, stakeholders, 
educational methods, and progress.



Environmental Scan of Community-Based Early 
Childhood Hearing Screening up to the age of 3

- Evidence-based and evidence-informed approaches to hearing screening, 
including periodicity schedules, protocols, guidelines, and regulations.

- Recommended locations to do screening, including policies and practices 
of potential partners.

- Collaboration and referral mechanisms, including data sharing 
agreements, data systems, reporting by audiologists, and privacy issues.

- Potential roles for EHDI programs, including strategies, stakeholders, 
educational methods, and progress.



























Where do we begin with expansion?



What could be added to current universal NHS 
protocols that could potentially increase 
identifications of hearing loss up to three years 
of age?

• CMV testing

• Comprehensive Genetic Testing
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NOFO Language
Develop a state/territory plan to expand infrastructure, including 
data collection and reporting, for hearing screening for children up 
to age 3 by the end of year 2*. This plan should outline the 
resources, key stakeholders, partnerships, and services necessary to 
implement the plan. A public health approach that aligns with other 
public health and/or service programs within the state should be 
proposed as well as the role of the EHDI Program (i.e., partnering 
and collaborating with Maternal and Child Health programs, such as 
but not limited to the Title V Children and Youth with Special Health 
Care Needs (CYSHCN) Program; newborn bloodspot screening 
program; Maternal, Infant, and Early Childhood Home Visiting 
Program; Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, 
Infants, and Children (WIC); Early Head Start; and Family-to-Family 
Health Information Centers). 71



NOFO Language – Cont’d

• What is HRSA asking for within the NOFO?
• A plan, not implementation
• Propose approach for expanding hearing screening – including data collection and 

reporting
• “… outline the resources, key stakeholders, partnerships, and services necessary to 

implement the plan.”
• “…a public health approach that aligns with other public health and/or service programs 

within the state…”
• “…the role of the EHDI Program…”

72

Clearly detail needed resources, as well as challenges or barriers that need to be 
addressed in order for your plans to be successful.  Give HRSA a picture of what it 
would take for you to do what you envision beyond your current work scope.



73

Questions Regarding Requirements



74

Questions Regarding Format



75

Questions Regarding Content

• Assume level funding and consider alternative funding sources
• Include the most relevant partners and their roles, including role of EHDI program
• Include a public health approach that aligns with other public health or service 

programs within the state and that includes relevant data collection and reporting



76

Questions Regarding Target Condition(s)

• What are the target conditions of the screening plan being developed?

Target Condition



HRSA EHDI: Helpful Questions

Current Infrastructure & Resources
• What is your state/territory’s current infrastructure for hearing screening? 
• Who is involved in hearing screening? What are their roles?
• What existing partnerships can you currently leverage? What new partners 

are needed?
• What data do you currently have access to? What is the best way for you to 

measure these efforts?
• What strategies do you currently have in place to support program 

sustainability? For example, what is your staffing capacity, what financial 
support do you currently receive, and which partnerships are essential for 
sustaining early childhood hearing screening in your state/territory?

77



HRSA EHDI: Helpful Questions

Planning Process
• What makes sense in terms of progression? For example, do you first need 

to build awareness, then services, and so forth?
• Are there underserved populations that you want to focus on first (based 

on rates of screening)? Does this align with your D&I Plan?
• What is the most feasible timeframe for carrying out the proposed 

activities?
• What can be accomplished with current funding? What if you secured 

additional funding?
• What is your EHDI Program’s role in expanding hearing screening 

infrastructure?
• What barriers do you anticipate? What TA is needed?
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